
What uses can you find for bones, stones, antlers and horns?

•	 �Would using a bird bone be the same as using a seal bone? 	

Search the display cases and try to find out!

	 Bird Bones were used for _ _________________________________

	 Seal Bones were used for __________________________________

•	 �Find the display of ‘spear and arrow points’ found in BC. 	

They are sorted by different time periods. What trend do you notice as time goes by?

	 ______________________________________________________________________________________

•	 �Horns, antlers, stones and bones were used for many different purposes by 	

BC communities in the past. Find, draw and label objects for these 3 tasks:

A radio-carbon date obtained on the specimen showed that it is about 2000
years old. [1950 BP (years before 1950 A.D.), plus or minus 100 years;
Simon Fraser University radio carbon lab # - RIDDL 1141].

Figure 2. These drawings show how an atlatl was held and how it was
thrown. RBCM drawings after (top) Butler (1966) and (bottom) after
drawings by Jaclynne Campbell in Fladmark (1986).

Description

The Quiltanton Lake atlatl or throwing board is made of antler and weighs
124 grams. Based on its length and curvature, it is most likely caribou antler,
but has not been positively identified as such. The only alternative would be
elk antler, but the distance between tines, even on very large elk, is shorter
than the length of this artifact. A separate handle attachment is missing from
the proximal end. It is speculated that the latter may have been made of an
oval piece of wood or antler with two holes or a looped rawhide, for

Facts

Key Question

First Peoples Gallery:  
Ancient Artifacts

Name of object 

What is it made out of? 

Draw it

Name of object 

What is it made out of? 

Draw it

Name of object 

What is it made out of? 

Draw it

a tool for woodworking an object to be worn a tool for hunting

Farther! Better! Faster!  
Look around the wall for an Atlal, or 
throwing board. This was an ingenious 
tool that allowed a hunter to throw 
farther, stronger, and with better aim! 
Have you used anything like this?

You are here

What’s a 
Whatzit?   

Find out what a 
“whatzit” is in the ‘body 

adornment’ display case! If 
you had to rename them, 

what would they be 
called?


