LETTER FROM NGR. DEMERS.

Mmsion o Voaxecovven Istasn, Foorsoen ix 246,
P e 198

cIxasaaothe floly See bovinge civen eommission tosthe Arche
. h‘rﬁ]u\:. nt ‘EI[H]"ILH'. Canen L Blsmi, tov sl missionaeies too fhat
::-:r'r'i ot the 1herie vonsie o -"-..‘I!i'l!l]'i:-i'-ll'l_'_'_' the =tate of n]"r"_g;'q.‘rn.
Wishineton Territars. Vanecaver Tbooll and Bririgh Colum-
Bieeten wvears Letore il bomdary Tine was sorthon] Between
Cereat et soed the Do =eabes of Nerien ----:|1'|'||'1'-.1511_f_[']:'.'.
e T i order fo ey ot the tentions= of the Holy Father,
two Frepeh-Canndinn periests were seleeted, amwl rr'ﬁ:{'ili'il the
wmi=gioe, o~ the first Catheldie clerovinen, m i amnd hreinge the
wiren] i of salvatbonr 1o that B destant amsd 2l then ne-
electod, portion of the Loend™ vinevan ). '1.'f_:r-}' wont anverlaml
trom Moadreall throsngh vivers and dodiesan Tork cdnpees amel
Treart= af thme= ot il on horschaek, . The journey was
torter aned tedions decompaniad by srenr privarions and hand-
shupss il oy dere the daneers they bad to enconniern, - 2
s, hovine ledt 3o the eonth o ATk they 2oty afrivedy on
the 24l of Novemboer. or Fort Vineouver, then the f!'c:E.*rt-!"iu:Lr-
ters s prireeiprd depor of the Phadsen™s Bay Company, on the
Columida sdiver. ar ihe diztamec of eearly e hawdred  miles
from the Phcifie Lheean, _

The melevinkine was ocren sl arduons, the tighl was im-
etee, rieh fhre st of work Teeiore e mmisslomries nay he
bettor imugiined than deseriicad s it thoush anworthy and
e ttewmieni= e the Loned< ot Thing wha, 1o show torth the
miccht o i< arm. chose o procare the salvation of mankind by
the winistreonat of amgels bt ot wens they it their whaole
trist aad coniirhene e FHimn, bl I-'"__'_:'_'.'i.l'__: shes hleszino wpen
owork winleriakon Bor e cdory ol This nane wnd rthe honor and
trivtaph o Pl Bielv Choeche T Becss it will E-t*l-':’iri_kl:‘hl, Wi

W theeae 1w apepy piest= oo whom ~uch o noble and e
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portant. mission had been confided >—the Most Rov. F. X,
Blanchet, now Archbishop ‘of Oregon City, and my humble
self * and when we look to the time when we arvived in
country almost as wilil as nature had miade it, and seelng what
has been done in a point of view both religious and material, a
feeling: of legitimate pride forces itself upon ns; but we thank
God for it, giving all glory to Him who is the author of all
perfect gifts. We humbly acknowledge the manifold favors He
‘has been pleased to bestow upon us in our unremitting efforts
in carrying out the object of our mission. ' _

Its Leginning was small indeed; it was the mustard-seeil
sown in 4 ;'ast.'ﬁeld, but which has grown and’ become a tree,
You would no longer see the two first missionaries constantly
travelling, and principally myself, over rhe whole country,
visiting the almost ntnberless Todian tribes, and teaching them
the first rudiments of Christianity, beinyy at times separated,
one from the other, by hundreds of miles. Another state of
things has succeeded; other laborers were called into the field,
who, with one mind and cne soul, as their faith was one, joined
us in the common cause, and are now reaping up the fruitz of
our - first labors: and, to tell all in a few words, trom the
boundary line of California up north to the Russtm possessions,
the whole country is divided between an Archbishop, two
Bishops, and one Viear Apostolic. The libors, privations. selt- .
sncrifices, and hardships of the Missionaries have been rewar:l-
ed a hundred-fold by the conversion of thonsimids of Indian=.
The Bishops have established =chools among them, the hoys
being taught hy eleruymen, the girls by Sisters of different
orders, who at the same time are conducting schools in the
principal cities and towns, in which yvoung ladies of all classes
and denominations can receive as liberal and finished an eduen-
tion as anywhere else.

Such are the vrincipal traits of the whole tableau, and the
brief state.nent of which I hope willinot be deemed out ol
place, hefore I come to the ohjeet ['have in view, and to which
I take the liberty to call public attention.

# [ had come to the Misaion of Reid River the vear hefore, 1437, This
Mission was also founded by two Canadian priests. in 1517
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[ was appointed as first Bishop of Vancouver-Island and of
Britich Columbix® in 1546_ and, as n matter of ecourse, 1 had
every thine to do to establizh the Mission. My cathedral iz 2
small frame baildine, bhardly laree enoush ot the present time,
Tn 1857, | came to Canada, with the purpose of getting Sisters
for the education of the voung femudes.  In "'|.11‘r1]; of the year
foilowine, T returned home with four Sistcrs of the order of St
Ann, lately founded by the present Bishop of Montreal A -
sghool was opened forthwith @ but 1 soon saw the necessity ol
addinz to theirnumber.  [u 1859 two more eame ont;-but the
work inereagineg, the combined efforts of six Sisters soon proved
to be inadéquate to the task, and in 1863 they had the consola-
tion to welcome vizht other Sisters. - Their school in Vietoria
has heen, all the time, and still is, in a most flourishing con
dition, there being at the last examination one hundred and
fifty ]}uljilu hoarders and dav =cholars; and. finally. they will
- woon receive n re-enforcement of <ix Sisters, who took their de-
parture by the stenmer Arizaie, on the 10th of Nov ember last.

The good and zealous Sizters, alw na true to their holy voea-
tion, are net contented with deveting themselves to-the cdtw.:,—
tion of the white and halfbreel ehildren in Vietoria, and in
New’” Westminster, British Columbia, where they have also
openad 1 school mearly two years ago; the Indian girls at St
.?mn s Mission, torty miles from Vietoria, have alsd’ hw ome the
object of their boundless ch: arity. There,in the aumtheriof 1 H64,
I built = convent for them at my own expense, as the Lﬂln:mml
Government gives me no assistance whatever, cven for the
Indian Mi ssions, und o great number of wirlx are being edueated
and trained in the Kabits of domestie lite, « Ju;,p» a blessing
which the hoys are alse receivinye trom one ot the Misslonaries,
[ was omitting to =ay that T have :ulsoa crood '-"-t*hnul for the
binvs in Victoria.

Al these establishment= are going on pros;remusiy but
other institntions of equal. it not of orrenter, neressity are still
wanting—an orphan asylum and an 'hr:n,[nl L! in Victoria. The
Sisfers are impatiently waiting tor the moment ﬂIL “baildings
are put up to take charge of them. Till now, they are com-

® Now aeparated from my diccese. and being o Ticariate apostolic.
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pelied 1o take the orphan. «<irls into their own hotse, and for

thiz reason thev can aftel to Fecelve bt o limited numbier .ot

them.  Ar the tine T bl thy Pt eony et T Thesurhe o
waonthd b firere enoneh g HEny vesrs Sooeome s Tr, the vers
vear tollowine, it ]r!'-ﬂ.u[ Tow Toe tamer smeadl cven Ter ke Lty
the number of papils.  The litrhe contingnjos of "thi Risters cenin
tosupport the orphans. they have not b 1 abie to huild g lar

L

e aned T mn :uruhqr:h i hu var -l T ostre sapey o sav g,

not tor the” want of cocel wili, By o Syai-ient menn=, | n

fi(-E':r‘Iw_n[ ot Tm- ati=tetion ol havime done- it myselil  Thiere:

Ctore, not to Bé s Dlle witness of jnere A WANTE aned neeess]
i, I humbly hiid iu-tnn* the Hole Fatlicr the =utfering comli
tion of ¥ alion: B0, and earnestiv e el of B "t crant e
PEFIH= 10T Lo o to somne toreren vonn: ey Im order to selivis ail
and assistapee bv which 1 inht be cnabiled oo establish 1hye
mee—rrl{-rn;mue:l stitutions, which he e vt pletisen] L
cionsly to dn by oo Rose L} EIE FY br]-n-nu_wr P 1265,

I arn alsn ]:Iih-"-'-i.“':*wi of a lotter of Fri= Fanmarne., ['_;1ni|':|:1_]

I:-nnn'i,m Prefect of the Saered O oreTesation of the I’.-ni._-l_,;;.-'

‘tion of the Fuaith, in whick his Eminence SErened v pecommnien. s

e toall the Most Reverend aned Rirht Reveremd I-}:"r:F'mr-s ut’

any country L miav visit, in arder to aecompli=h the hard sk [
have andertaken.

1 have said enonth, and Chrstian ehia v will not reguir.
more. Mav rthen this sinple but true cwpns’ enlist in MYV &itise
the symparhies of all, net ondy Citliolic= Bt gl <0l of iy
sepurited brothren <o well known For their Biberaiine in answer
ing the eall of sufferine bum: anity, nor snmindtml of what iz
written, that “alms covers  mlting T o <" arnd swreain, thar
“Dblessed 1= he that unedersinnderh coneernise The needy and
the poor: the Lord will deliver i 1t the ovil v T this
eavse T have devoral neariv thiv Vovears of oy Tife, Conlid |
have dowe more T 9 ;

Any donation ~ent 1o my bdeess, 170 Thind =iveer, will b
t.h.‘lnkfrlll_\' Tecrive]

= Mopest Devgps,
Bishop of Vineouvers Island,
New Yomrk, Convenr o tle Mot Bl Hodvonar, 177 Thind 3"|.:'I.':‘I_ Chess i
ber £ 1846,
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