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Note: this document consists of high-resolution copies of the pages in the “Register of 
Land Purchases from Indians” and of additional pages recording other agreements 
made by the HBC in Nanaimo and Fort Rupert, known as the Fort Victoria, or Douglas, 
treaties.  It also includes transcriptions of the text which include the introductory 
descriptions lacking in Papers connected with the Indian land question 1850-1875 
which were edited to add punctuation lacking in the originals and to make changes in 
capitalization, as well in the spelling of some names and locations.  
 
Yet to come are transcripts and reproductions of correspondence related to the 
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record – i.e., the “Register” – itself. 
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A note on published versions 
 
A table entitled “Return of Treaties made by Hudson’s Bay Company with Indian Tribes, shewing 
Lands conveyed and sums paid” and containing excerpts from the main text of the agreements 
appeared in H.L. Langevin’s Report on British Columbia (Ottawa, 1872) under the heading of 
“Memorandum of treaties made with Indian tribes for purchase of their lands” (Appendix EE); full 
transcriptions of the first two were reproduced in Appendix DD.  In addition to the agreements signed 
at Fort Victoria, those signed at Nanaimo and Fort Rupert were included in the table.   
 
The “Memorandum” was also appended to the Report of the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for 
British Columbia for 1872 & 1873 (Ottawa, 1873) with the addition of a preface disclaiming any 
Colonial Government acknowledgment “by any treaty, the pre-existing right of the Indian (as such) to 
the lands of the Province”.  The table with the extracts of the Hudson’s Bay Company “treaties with 
natives of Vancouver’s Island” was included “to complete the history of the past treatment of the 
Indian tribes of the Province.” The text of the two treaties in Langevin’s Report was also appended.   
 
The main text of each of the agreements was reproduced in Papers connected with the Indian land 
question 1850-1875 (Victoria, 1875) in a section entitled “Conveyance of land to Hudson’s Bay 
Company by Indian tribes”.   This published version has become the most well-known and commonly 
used.  The transcribed texts of the agreements were edited with the addition of punctuation, which 
was lacking in the originals, and changes in capitalization, as well in the spelling of some names and 
locations.  In addition the notes written by Douglas for eight of the agreements with a brief outline of 
the area and group involved were not transcribed. 
 
The transcriptions provided here were done in 2010 by Frederike Verspoor and are based on the 
original texts.  They are intended to be used in conjunction with the original texts and are not to be 
considered official in any sense. 
 
Treaties or purchases? 
 
Although referred to as “land purchases” and sometimes “deeds of conveyance” at the time they 
were made, it is clear that they were negotiated in order to transfer title of part of the land from the 
indigenous inhabitants to the HBC which had been given control – by the British Crown – over 
Vancouver Island with the condition that the HBC make the land available for settlement.  Langevin’s 
report in 1872 and in the Indian Superintendent’s report in 1873 use the term treaties in the general 
title and in the title of the table, although the latter report implies that the HBC was acting on its own.  
A few years later the word was absent from the section of the Papers connected with the Indian land 
question dealing with the HBC purchases.   A 1964 judgment by the BC Court of Appeal,* confirmed by 
the Supreme Court of Canada, deemed the Nanaimo agreement (see File 3) to be a treaty “as much 
an act of state as if it had been entered into by the Sovereign herself”, thereby reconfirming all the 
HBC land purchases “in their full status as treaties.”** 
__________________________ 
* Reasons for judgments of the Honourable Messrs. Justices Davey, Sheppard, Norris, Lord [and] 
Sullivan [in an appeal by the Crown] in the case of Regina (Appellant) vs. Clifford White and David Bob 
(Respondents). (NW 970.5 B862ca) 
**Duff, 3. 

 



 

MS-0772, File 1 
 
File 1 contains a foolscap size hardcover notebook with “Register of Lands Purchases from Indians” 
written on the front cover.   The texts of agreements made by the HBC with 11 “tribes” or “families” 
in April and May 1850 and in February 1852 at Fort Victoria appear in the notebook together with 
signatories and witnesses.   
 
Teechamitsa  p. 1-2  (p. 4-5 in current document) 
Kosampson  p. 3-5  (p. 7-9 in current document) 
Swengwhung  p. 6-8  (p. 11-13 in current document) 
Chilcowitch  p. 9-11  (p. 15-17 in current document) 
Whyomilth  p. 12-14 (p. 19-21 in current document) 
Chekonein  p. 15-18 (p. 23-26 in current document) 
Kakyaakan  p. 19-20 (p. 28-29 in current document) 
Chewhaytsum  p. 21-23 (p. 31-33 in current document) 
Soke   p. 24-25 (p. 35-36 in current document) 
South Saanich  p. 26-27 (p. 38-39 in current document) 
North Saanich  p. 28-31 (p. 41-44 in current document) 
 
For an extensive commentary on the document and its contents as well as on the place names and 
their history see Wilson Duff, “The Fort Victoria treaties”, BC Studies, No. 3 (Fall 1969): 3-56. 
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Teechamitsa,  29 April 1850. 
 
Know all men, we, the Chiefs and People of the Teechamitsa  Tribe, who have signed our names and 
made our marks to this deed on the twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, 
do consent to surrender, entirely and for ever, to James Douglas, the agent of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in Vancouver Island, that is to say, for the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee of 
the same, the whole of the lands situate and lying between Esquimalt Harbour and Port Albert, 
including the latter on the Straits of Juan de Fuca, and extending backward from thence to the range 
of the mountains on the Saanich Arm, about ten miles distant. 
 
The condition of the or understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites and enclosed fields are 
to be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us; and the 
land shall be properly surveyed hereafter.  It is understood, however, that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the white people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received, as payment, Twenty-seven pounds ten shillings sterling. 
 
In token whereof, we have signed our names and made our marks, at Fort Victoria, 29 April 1850. 
 
See-sachasis [and 10 others] 
 
Done in the presence of  
Roderick Finlayson 
Joseph William McKay 
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Kosampson, 30 April 1850 
 
Purchase of land from Kosampson Tribe extending from the narrow named Dead Island in the arm of* 
Camosun to the head of the arm embracing the lands on the west side north of that line to  
Esquimalt, beyond the arm 3 miles of the Colquits [sic] valley and the land on the east side of the arm 
enclosing Christmas Hill and Lake and the lands west of them. 
 

Esquimalt Peninsula  
and Colquits Valley 

 
Know all men, we, the Chiefs and people of the Kosampson Tribe who have signed our names and 
made our marks to this deed on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, do 
consent to surrender, entirely and for ever, to James Douglas, the agent of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in Vancouver Island, that is to say, for the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee of 
the same, the whole of the lands situate and lying  between the Island of the Dead, in the Arm or Inlet 
of Camoson, and the head of the said Inlet, embracing the lands on the west side and north of that 
line to Esquimalt, beyond the Inlet three miles of the Colquitz Valley, and the land on the east side of 
the arm, enclosing Christmas Hill and Lake and the lands west of the those objects. 
 
The condition of or understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites and enclosed fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us; and the 
land shall be properly surveyed hereafter.  It is understood, however, that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the white people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly.   
 
We have received, as payment, Fifty-two pounds ten shillings sterling. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the Thirtieth day 
of April One thousand Eight hundred and fifty. 
 
Hookoowitz [and 20 others] 
 
Done in the presence of  
Alfred Robson Benson, M.R.C.S.L. 
Joseph William McKay 
Fort Victoria 
30 April 1850 
 
______________________ 
*”Dead Island in the arm of” inserted to replace crossed out “narrow named”.
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Swengwhung, 30 April 1850 
 
Purchase of land from the Tribe of Swengwhung extending from the Dead Island in the arm of 
Camosun, where the Kasampson lands terminate extending east to the Fontain [sic] ridge, which their 
line follows to its termination on the sea coast in the sandy Bay on the east side of Clover Point. 
 

Victoria Peninsula 
south of Colquits 

 
 
Know all men, we, the Chiefs and People of the Family of Swengwhung, who have signed our names 
and made our marks to this deed on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, 
do consent to surrender, entirely and for ever, to James Douglas, the agent of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in Vancouver Island, that is to say, for the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee of 
the same, the whole of the lands situate and lying between the Island of the Dead, in the Arm or Inlet 
of Camoson [sic], where the Kosampsom lands terminate, extending east to the Fountain Ridge, and 
following it to its termination on the Straits of De Fuca, in the Bay immediately east of Clover Point, 
including all the country between that line and the Inlet of Camoson. 
 
The condition of or understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites and enclosed fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us; and the 
land shall be properly surveyed hereafter.  It is understood, however, that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the white people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received, as payment, Seventy-five pounds sterling. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the Thirtieth day 
of April One Thousand Eight Hundred and fifty. 
 
Snaw-nuck [and 29 others] 
 
Done before us at Fort Victoria this 30th day of April 1850  
Alfred Robson Benson, M.R.C.S.L. 
Joseph William Mckay 
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Chilcowitch, 30 April 1850 
 
Purchase of Land from the Tribe or Family of Chilcowitch commencing in the sandy Bay east of Clover 
Point where the Wheng-whung [sic] boundary terminates, to Point Gonzala [sic] and thence north to 
Minies Plain.  a wooded Rocky District; and a part of the lands of Chaytlum.* 
 
Know all men, we, the Chiefs and People of the Family of Chilcowitch, who have signed our names 
and made our marks to this deed on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, 
do consent to surrender, entirely and for ever, to James Douglas, the agent of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in Vancouver Island, that is to say, for the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee of 
the same, the whole of the lands situate and lying between the Sandy Bay east of Clover Point, at the 
termination of the Whengwhung [sic] line to Point Gonzales, and thence north to a line of equal 
extent passing through the north side of Minies Plain. 
 
The condition of or understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites and enclosed fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us; and the 
land shall be properly surveyed hereafter.  It is understood, however, that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the white people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received, as payment, Thirty pounds sterling. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the thirtieth day 
of April One Thousand eight hundred and fifty. 
 

Point [Gonzales] 
 
Qua sun [and 11 others] 
 
Done in the presence of  
Alfred Robson Benson, R.R.C.S.L. 
Joseph William McKay 
 
___________________________________ 
* “The meaning of the last phrase is not clear.  Chaytlum was the chief of the next group, the 
Chekonein, and apparently the highest chief of the Songhees.  Perhaps at this point Douglas was 
encountering some of the confusion inherent in the attempt to assign precise and exclusive territories 
in such a situation.” Duff, p. 13. 
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Whyomilth Tribe, 30 April 1850 
 
Purchase of land from the Tribe or Family of Whyomilth extending from the north west corner of 
Esquymalth, say from the Island off the entrance of Saw mill stream and running west and north to 
the mountains, being bounded on one side by the lands of the Teechamitsa and on the other by the 
lands of the Kosampsum. 
 

North West of Esquimalt  
Harbour 

 
 
Know all men, we, the Chiefs and People of the family of Chilcowitch, who have signed our names and 
made our marks to this deed on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, do 
consent to surrender, entirely and for ever, to James Douglas, the agent of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in Vancouver Island, that is to say, for the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee of 
the same, the whole of the lands situate and lying between the north west corner of Esquimalt, say 
from the Island inclusive, at the mouth of the Saw Mill Stream and the mountains lying due west and 
north of that point this District being on the one side bounded by the lands of the Teechamitsa and on 
the other by the lands of the Kosampsum family. 
 
The condition of or understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites and enclosed fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us; and the 
land shall be properly surveyed hereafter.  It is understood, however, that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the white people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received, as payment, Forty five pounds Sterling. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the Thirtieth day 
of April One thousand eight hundred and fifty. 
 
Hal-whal-utstin [and 17 others] 
 
Done before us this 30th day of April 1850 at Fort Victoria  
Alfred Robson Benson M.R.C.S.L. 
Joseph William McKay 
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Che-ko-nein Tribe, 30 April 1850 
 
Purchase of land from the Tribe or Family known as the Che-ko-nein extending from Point Gonzala 
[sic] along the Boundary of the Chilcowitch and Kosampsom Tribes as far north as Cedar Hill and 
including all the ground east of that line to the Canal de Arro [Haro Strait] and Straits of De Fuca. 
 
Know All men, We the chiefs and people of the Tribe or Family of the Che-ko-nein, who have signed 
our names and made our marks to this Deed, on the Thirtieth day of April one thousand, eight 
hundred and Fifty do consent to surrender Entirely and forever to James Douglas the agent of the 
Hudsons Bay Company in Vancouvers Island that is to say, for the Governor Deputy Governor and 
Committee of the same the whole of the lands situate and lying between Point Gonzales and Mount 
Douglas, following the boundary line of the Chilcowitch and Kosampsum families; the Canal de Arro 
and the Straits of Juan de Fuca, east of Point Gonzales. 
 
The condition of, or understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites and enclosed Fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our Children, and for those who may follow after us and the 
lands shall be properly surveyed hereafter, it is understood however that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions becomes the entire property of the White people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received as payment Seventy Nine pounds ten shillings Sterling. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the Thirtieth day 
of April One thousand, eight hundred and fifty. 
 

Point [Gonzales] to Cedar Hill 
 

Chayth-lum [and 29 others] 
 
Done before us at Fort Victoria this 30th day of April 1850  
Alfred Robson Benson M.R.C.S.L. 
Joseph William McKay 
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Ka-ky-aakan, 1 May 1850 
 
Purchase of land from the Tribe or Family of Ka k’y aakan extending from Point McGregor to the Inlet 
of Whoyung – embracing the whole of the Tract or District of Metchosin from the sea coast to the 
interior of the Island as far as the Snowy mountains. 
 
Know All men: We the Chiefs of the Family of the Ka-ky aakan, acting for and with the consent of our 
People, who being here present have individually and collectively, confirmed and ratified this our act; 
now know that we who have signed our names and make our marks to this Deed on the first day of 
May one thousand eight hundred and Fifty do consent to surrender entirely and for ever to James 
Douglas the Agent of the Hudsons Bay Company in Vancouvers Island that is to say for the Governor 
Deputy Governor and Committee of the same the whole of the lands situate and lying between Point 
Albert and the Inlet of Whoyung on the Strait of Juan de Fuca and the Snowy covered mountains in 
the interior of the Island so as to embrace the whole Tract or District of Metchosin from the Coast to 
the said mountains. 
 
The condition of, or understanding of this sale is this, that our village sites and enclosed Fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us, and the 
lands shall be properly surveyed hereafter; it is understood however that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions becomes the entire property of the White people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our Fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received as payment Forty three pounds six shillings and eight pence. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the First day of 
May One thousand eight hundred and fifty. 
 
Quoite to káy sum 
Tlye-hum [Duff, p. 19 Tly-a-hum] 
 
Descendants of the chiefs antient possessors of this Districts and their only surviving heirs – about 26 
in number.*  
 
Alfred Robson Benson M.R.C.S.L. 
Joseph William McKay 
 
52 blankets paid*  
 
________________ 
* Notes added by Douglas (Duff, p. 19).  Note that “antient” is an archaic version of “ancient”. 
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Chewhaytsum Tribe, 1 May 1850 
 
Purchase of Land from the Tribe of Family of Cheaihaytsun, extending from the Inlet of  
Whoyung, to the Bay of Chewhaytsun Sy-yousuing, and interiorly to the snowy mountains. 
 

Metchosin* 
 

Sooke 
 
Know All men, we the Chiefs, of the Family of Cheaihaytsun, acting for and on behalf of our People, 
who being here present have individually and collectively, ratified and confirmed this our act, now 
Know that we are who have signed our names and made our marks to this Deed on the First day of 
May, one thousand, eight hundred and Fifty do consent to surrender entirely and for ever to James 
Douglas the Agent of the Hudsons Bay Company in Vancouvers Island that is to say, for the Governor 
Deputy Governor and Committee of the same the whole of the lands situate and lying between the 
Inlet of Whoyung and the Bay of Syusung known as Soke Inlet, and the snow covered mountains in 
the interior of the Island. 
 
The Condition of or understanding of this Sale is this that our Village Sites and enclosed Fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us; and the 
lands shall be properly surveyed hereafter; it is understood however that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions becomes the entire property of the White people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received as payment Forty five pounds ten shillings. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the First day of 
May, One thousand eight hundred and fifty. 
 
Alhcháy-nook 
Wee-tah-noogh 
Châ nas-káynum 
 
Chiefs and representatives of the Family of Chewhaytsum who collectively have ratified the sale – 
about 30 in number.**   
 
54 blankets paid. 
______________________________ 
* “probably [jotted] in error, meant for the previous treaty”. (Duff, p. 20) 
** Note added by Douglas.  (Duff, p. 20) 
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Soke [Sooke], 10 May 1850 
 
Purchase of Land from the Tribe or family of Soak, extending from the Bay of Sy yousung to the Three 
Rivers beyond Two Bay beyond Thlo wuck. 
 

Northwest of Soke Harbor Inlet 
 
Know All men, We the Chiefs of the Family  of “Soke” acting for and on behalf of our People, who 
being here present, have individually and collectedly, ratified and confirmed this our act, now Know, 
that we who have signed our names and made our marks to this deed, on the First day of May one 
thousand, eight hundred and Fifty, do consent to surrender entirely and for ever to James Douglas the 
Agent of the Hudsons Bay Company in Vancouvers Island that is to say, for the Governor Deputy 
Governor and Committee of the same the whole of the lands situate and lying between the Bay of 
Syusung or Soke Inlet, to the Three Rivers beyond Thlowuck or Point Shirringham on the Straits of 
Juan de Fuca and the snow covered mountains in the interior of Vancouvers Island. 
 
The Condition of or understanding of this Sale is this that our Village Sites and enclosed Fields are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us; and the 
lands shall be properly surveyed hereafter; it is understood however that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the White people for ever; it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly. 
  
We have received as payment Forty eight pounds six shillings and eight pence. 
 
In token whereof we have signed our names and made our marks at Fort Victoria on the First day of 
May, One thousand, eight hundred and fifty. 
 
Wanseea 
Tanasman 
Chysimkan [or Hysimkan, Duff, p. 20] 
Yokum 
 
Chiefs commissioned by and representing the Soak Tribe here assembled.*  
 
58 blankets 
 
Fort Victoria 10th May 1850**  
_______________________________ 
*Note by Douglas.  (Duff, p. 20) 
** See Duff, p. 20 re date. 
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South Saanich, 7 February 1852 
 
Know  All men that we the Chiefs and people of the Sanitch Tribe who have signed our names and 
made our marks to this Deed, on the 6th day of February 1852 do consent to surrender entirely and 
forever, to James Douglas the Agent of the Hudsons Bay Company, in Vancouvers Island that is to say 
for the Governor Deputy governor and Committee of the same, the whole of the lands situate and 
lying between Mount Douglas and Cowitchen Head* in the Canal de Arro and extending thence to the 
line running through the centre of Vancouvers Island north and south. 
 
The condition of, or understanding of this sale, is this, that our village sites and enclosed fields, are to 
be kept for our own use, for the use of our children, and for those who may follow after us, and the 
lands shall be properly surveyed hereafter; it is understood however, that the land itself, with these 
small exceptions, becomes the entire property of the white people for ever, it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and to carry on our fisheries as formerly.  We 
have received as payment Forty one pounds thirteen shillings and four pence.  In token whereof we 
have signed our names, and made our marks at Fort Victoria, on the seventh day of February. One 
thousand eight hundred and fifty two. 
 

Cedar Hill  
to [?] 

South Saanich 
 
Whut say mullet Chief [and 9 others] 
paid 50  Blankets [next to 7th name, Kul quey-lum] 
 
Fort Victoria 7th Feby 1852 
 
Witness to signatures 
Joseph William McKay Clerk HBCo Service 
Richd Golledge, Clerk 
 
300 Blankets**  
_______________ 
*Tluma-latchin written under Cowitchen Head; Indian name according to Duff, p. 21.   
** See Duff comment, p. 21. 
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North Saanich, 11 February 1852* 
 

[?] to  
North Saanich 

 
Know all men that we Chiefs and people of the Sanitch Tribe, who have signed our names and made 
our marks to this Deed, on the 11th day of February 1852, do consent to surrender entirely and for 
ever, to James Douglas the Agent of the Hudsons Bay Company in Vancouvers Island, that is to say for 
the Governor, Deputy Governor and Committee of the same, the whole of the lands situate and lying 
as follows viz  - commencing at Cowitchen Head and following the coast of the Canal de Arro north 
west nearly to  Sanitch Point or Quâ-nâ-sung from thence following the course of the Sanitch Arm to 
the point where it terminates and from thence by a [straight?]** line across country to said 
Cowitchen Head the point of commencement; so as to include all the country and lands, with the 
exceptions hereafter named, within these boundaries. 
 
The condition of or understanding of this sale, is this that our village sites and enclosed fields are to 
be kept for our own use for the use of our children and for those who may follow after us, and the 
lands shall be properly surveyed hereafter; it is understood however that the land itself with these 
small exceptions becomes the entire property of the white people for ever, it is also understood that 
we are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands; and to carry on our fisheries as formerly.  We 
have received as payment [left blank] 
 
Hotutstun [and 48 others; numbered 1-49] 
Is hamtun [and 30 others; numbered 1-32, 22 omitted] 
Huy la’ che [and 36 others; numbered 1-37] 
 
Witness to signatures  
Joseph William McKay Clerk HBCo Services 
R Golledge Clerk 
_________________ 
 
*For a recent examination of this treaty see: Raymond Frogner, "Innocent Legal Fictions": Archival 
Convention and the North Saanich Treaty of 1852” Archivaria 70 (Fall 2020): 45-94. 
**The word looks like “stone” or “store”.  Both Duff, p. 22 and Papers, p. 10 say “straight”. 
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MS-0772, File 2 
 
File 2 contains loose sheets recording land purchase agreements with the Queackar and Quakeolth at 
Fort Rupert, February 1851, and a list of goods, with their value, paid to purchase the lands.  Duff 
(1969, p. 8) describes these pages as being  “attached to pages inside the book [i.e. the Register of 
Land Purchases]”  
 
Although excerpts containing the descriptions of the lands conveyed were transcribed and published 
as part of the “Memorandum of treaties” published in Langevin’s Report and the Report of the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for British Columbia (see introduction to File 1), the entire text of 
neither appears to have been transcribed and published. 
 
Duff did not deal with these two land purchases. 
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Queackar Tribe, 8 February 1851* 

 
Agreement between the H. Bay Copy and the Chiefs of the Queackar Tribe for the purchase of their 
lands 8th Feby 1851 
 
Know all Men, We, the Chiefs and People of the Tribe called Queackars who have signed our Names 
and made our marks to the Deed on the Eighth day of February one thousand Eight hundred and fifty 
one do consent to surrender entirely and for ever to James Douglas the Agent of the Hudsons Bay 
Company on Vancouvers Island that is to say for the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee of 
the same the whole of the Lands situate and lying between McNeills Harbor and Hardy Bay inclusive 
of these ports and extending two miles into the interior of the Island. 
 
The condition of or understanding of this sale is this that our village sites and enclosed Fields are to be 
kept for our own use for the use of our children and for those who may follow after us and the Land 
shall be properly surveyed hereafter.  It is understood however that the Land itself with these small 
exceptions becomes the entire property of the white People for ever it is also understood that we are 
at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied Lands and to carry on our Fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received as payment £64 sterling.  In token whereof we have signed our names and made 
our marks at Fort Rupert Beaver Harbor on the Eighth day of February one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty one. 
 
Witness William Henry McNeill C.T. H.B.Co. 
    do  Charles Dodd Master Steamer Beaver 
    do  George Blenkinsop Clerk H.B.Co. 
 
Land between McNeil Harbor & Hardy Bay 
Ft Rupert 
 
Wale [and 11 others] 
 
________________________ 
* Note that text is continuous across the second and third pages. 
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Quakeolth Tribe, 8 February 1851* 
 
Agreement between the H. Bay Company and the Chiefs of the Quakeolth Tribe for the purchase of 
their Lands 8th Feby 1851. 
 
Know all Men, We, the Chiefs and People of the Tribe called Quakeolths who have signed our Names 
and made our marks to this Deed on the Eighth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty 
one do consent to surrender entirely and for ever to James Douglas the Agent of the Hudson Bay 
Company on Vancouvers Island that is to say for the Governor, Deputy Governor and Committee of 
the same the whole of the Lands situate and lying between MacNeills Harbor and Hardy Bay inclusive  
of these Ports and extending two miles into the interior of the Island. 
 
The condition of or understanding of this Sale is this that our Village sites and enclosed fields are to be 
kept for our own use for the use of our children and for those who may follow after us and the land 
shall be properly surveyed hereafter.  It is understood however that the land itself with these small 
exceptions becomes the entire Property of the white People for ever, it is also understood that we are 
at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied Lands and to carry on our Fisheries as formerly. 
 
We have received as payment £86 sterling.  In token whereof we have signed our Names and made 
our Marks at Fort Rupert Beaver Harbor on the Eighth day of February one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty one. 
 
Witness William Henry McNeill C.T. H.B.Coy [signed] 
    do  Charles Dodd Master Steamer Beaver 
    do  George Blenkinsop Clerk H.B.Co. 
 
Wawattie [and 15 others] 
 
_______________________ 
* Note that text is continuous across the second and third pages. 
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A/C Goods paid for purchase of Lands 
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A/C Sundries paid for Lands purchased from the Quakeolth and Queackar Indians at Fort Rupert 
Beaver Harbor 8th Feby 1851.   



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     56 

MS-0772, File 3   
 
File three contains two sets of loose sheets* filled with signatures, essentially two versions or copies 
of the same land purchase agreement with the Sarlequun or Saalequun at Nanaimo in 1854.  The 
three main differences in content between the two are that in one version the brief descriptive text is 
on the same sheet as and immediately precedes the start of the names of the signatories while the 
other has a slightly longer version of the description on a separate scrap of paper; in the former 
version there are penciled annotations beside the names; and in the former version James Douglas 
appears as one of the signatories, but not in the latter version.  The latter version is reproduced first. 
 
Unlike the preceding documents, there is no text other than the brief descriptive note and the names 
of the signatories.  However, in a case heard before the BC Court of Appeal in 1964, it was determined 
that this document constituted a treaty and that Douglas intended the text to be the same as the 
others as far as Native hunting rights were concerned.** 
 
The signatures of the Sarlequun have not been transcribed. 
____________________________________ 
* Duff (1969: 8) describes the “Fort Rupert and Nanaimo treaties” as being “written on separate 
sheets of the same paper [i.e. as in the notebook] and attached to pages inside the book.”  This is no 
longer the case. 
**R v. Clifford White and David Bob cited in Duff, p.6-7, 22.  For a recent discussion of the role of the 
document itself in this case see Anne Lindsay, “Archives and justice: Willard Ireland’s contribution to 
the changing legal framework of aboriginal rights in Canada, 1963-1973,” Archivaria 71 (Spring 2011): 
35-62.   
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Sarlequun Tribe, 23 December 1854*  
 
A Similar conveyance of country extending from Commercial Inlet, 12 miles up the Nanaimo River 
made by the Sarlequiun Tribe signed Squoniston & others [note attached to signature sheets] 
 
[6 signature sheets signed Squoniston and [193] others] 
 
[last sheet] Done at Nanaimo Colvile Town this 23rd day of December in the year of our Lord 1834, in 
presence of us, who in the presence of each other, have hereunto affixed our names 
 
Signed Charles Edward Stuart   H.B.Co. in charge 
 Richard Golledge   Hudsons Bay Co. Service 
 George Robinson   Manager of the Nanaimo Colls [Collieries] 

 
________________ 
* Version with description written on separate piece of paper, no annotations and lacking the 
signature of James Douglas. 
 



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     58 

 
 

Sarlequun, 23 December 1854 [note with brief descriptive text]  



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     59 

 
 

Sarlequun, 23 December 1854 [signatories].  Page 1 of 6 



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     60 

 
 

Sarlequun, 23 December 1854 [signatories].  Page 2 of 6  



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     61 

 
 

Sarlequun, 23 December 1854 [signatories].  Page 3 of 6  



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     62 

 
 

Sarlequun, 23 December 1854 [signatories].  Page 4 of 6 



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     63 

 
 

Sarlequun, 23 December 1854 [signatories].  Page 5 of 6 



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     64 

 
 

Sarlequun, 23 December 1854 [signatories].  Page 6 of 6  



BC Archives MS-0772 Vancouver Island treaties 1850-1854     65 

Sarlequun Tribe, 23 December 1854* 
 
Country extending from Commercial Inlet 12 miles up the Nanaimo River 
 
[signed] Squoniston [and [193] others] 
 
[5 additional signature sheets] 
 
[last sheet – some text runs into following sheet] Done at Fort Nanaimo or Colvile Town this 23rd day 
of December in the year of our Lord 1854, in presence of us who in the presence of each other, have 
hereunto affixed our names 
 
Signed Charles Edward Stuart   Hudson’s Bay Compy in charge of Fort Nanaimo 
 Richard Golledge   Hudson’s Bay Compys  Service 
 George Robinson   Manager of the Nanaimo Colls [Collieries] 
 
 James Douglas Governor Vancouver Island 
 
_____________________________________ 

*Version with the brief descriptive text on the same sheet as and immediately preceding the names 
of the signatories, penciled annotations beside the names and James Douglas as a signatory. 
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